Local seed terms and measures
Basic information needs to be amassed from the farmers’ point of view, which means use also of local terminology and measures.  We give one set of examples here, as an introduction  (and then add other files of  terminology used in a range of SSSAs). 

Local  seed terminology

In preparation for fieldwork, seed-linked terminology is often easy to translate. Here is one basic list showing translations used in the SSSAs for Kenya (2011). 

Local terminology issues: SSSA Kenya,  September 2011

	English
	Swahili
	Kamba
	Tharaka

	Seed
	Mbegu
	Mbeu
	Mbeu

	Variety
	Aina ya Mbegu
	Mivai, Mithemba
	Miiriga/mithemba

	Local variety
	Mbegu Kiasili
	Mbeu ya kikamba
	Mbeu cia gintuire

	Modern Variety
	Mbegu Kisasa
	Mbeu ya agriculture, muvuko,
	Mbeu cia kiindi, agriculture

	
Hybrid
	Mbegu chotara
	No general word for hybrid
	No general word for hybrid

	
OPV
	No general word for hybrid
	No general word for hybrid
	No general word for hybrid

	Local seed

	Mbegu Kienyeji
	Mbeu ya kikamba
	Mbeu ya Kimeru

	
Certified  seed
	Mbegu agriculture
Mbegu Kitaalamu
	Mbeu ya muvuko
	Mbeu ya Mubuko

	
Cuttings
	 mbegu ya mhogo
	Mbeu ya manga
	Mikwaji ya  kuanda

	Suckers
	Mtoto wa mgomba
	Nthongooa
	Nchebua





Units for seed measures
In contrast garnering terminology easily, figuring out the units for seed measures usually means putting many expert heads together. Farmers may use kilos, but also units like handfuls or cups, tins, buckets, special bags and baskets — in addition to more complicated measures like vines, bundles or stems (for the vegetatively propagated crops – VPCs). Figuring out how to standardize these, and then converting them to a common kilo standard can prove to be an art in itself.  Below is an example from Southern Tanzania, for both seed and non-seed crops.

Measures: seed crops- Southern Tanzania 2018

	Local measure
	Swahili measure
	Kg Equivalent

	Bags
	Gunia
	100-120


	Buckets
	Ndoo
	20 (Maize/Beans)
10 (Other crops)
20 (Irish potatoes)

	Small buckets
	Sadolin
	4 (maize)
5 (potatoes)

	Small bowl
	Ndonya
	0.5


	Packets/sachets
	

	80 – 100 grams

	Basket
	Tenga
	

	
	
	


Note: please adjust by crop. 



Measures for non-seed crops: Southern Tanzania 2018

	
	Swahili measure
	Number

	Cuttings – cassava
	Mbegu za pingili (mhogo)

	10 sticks (30 cm stems)

	Bundle
	Fungu
	6-7 per bag


	Vines – sweet potato
	Marando/Matambazi (viazi vitamu)
	10-20 vines

	Buckets - round potatoes
	Sadolin
	5 kilograms
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