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3.3E Guide questions for Women’s Focus Group:  Gender,  Agriculture + Livelihoods
Aim:  With these questions, we are trying to understand gender-linked ties to agriculture and livelihoods in general.  In terms of current stresses are women as affected as men (and tailor comments to a particular stress.  What might be key points of vulnerability for women (and families)?

Note:
· The date of the meeting, the name of the group (if an organized group or club)
· The place  (so that one can relocate the place, if needed) 
· A specific name or contact number 
· The number of participants

      I.   BRIEF OVERVIEW OF STRUCTURE OF HOUSEHOLDS IN THIS AREA

1. Can you share with us information on the structure of households in this area?   Describe  	typical household  (general discussion).

2. Are there female-headed households in this area?  For instance, out of 20 households, how 	many might be female-headed?  

3. Do female-headed households have any special needs?  Do these households have any special 	opportunities?

4. From your perspective, which groups of households are the most vulnerable.  What makes 	them vulnerable: gender? sickness? HIV/AIDs? ethnicity? age?  displacement? migrants?  

5. What role does agriculture generally play in the lives of the most vulnerable families? 

II. AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND PERIODS OF STRESS

6. For your family’s food security, what do you sense are the key crops?  and why? 

7. For your family’s nutritional needs, what do you sense are the key crops, and why?

8. In this area, what current stresses most affect your family’s food and nutritional security? 

9. In response to each of these stresses, are you changing your agricultural strategy in any way?
a. Are you adding or removing crops sown?
b. Changing proportion of crops? 
c. Changing varieties you use?
d. Other?



III.  Women’s crops,  men’s Crops, and broad discussion on access to resources

10.  Are there crops which are considered women’s crops in this area?  If so, which?  Why are they considered women’s crops ---explain in detail?  If a crop becomes commercialized, is it still a ‘women’s crop’? 

11. Who makes decisions on which crops to produce?  Which varieties to use?

12. Are there land issues related to women and  women’s crops? Do you, as women own parcels?  Do you control the harvest produced on ‘your parcels’; what about harvests from on other household parcels?

13. Are there any specific labor constraints (or opportunities) key to this period or region?

14. On credit:  can women get access to credit (similar in the way men might?). Explain the nature of the current credit situation

15. Generally, are you as women able to practice agriculture as you wish?    What might be constraints or opportunities?  


IV. OVERVIEW OF SEED SECURITY IN THIS REGION

16. From your women’s point of view, tell us about the seed security situation over the last few years  (overview question).   Have you been able to access the seed you need, and want?

17. Are there any crops for which you want to raise specific seed issues or concerns?  Reflect on the full range of crops you need for food and nutrition security. 

18. Do you have special coping strategies you have used to get seeds?

    	a) which strategies have been more effective?  

b) which strategies less effective?


19. Do people exchange seed?  Which crop for which crop—and at what rate?

20. Has the community itself had any special activities to enhance seed security in the last few years?




V.   COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT OF SEED SECURITY AND INSECURITY
Seed Security means that a household has the seed it needs (in house stocks / harvest)   or that it can get the seed it needs , for example, through  purchase or barter. 
21. In this community (specify bounds of community) :  what proportion of households would be considered potentially SEED SECURE  for the upcoming season (that is, they have  enough seed already  OR they  can get it.    Go   crop by crop, for the important crops grown.  
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	  Out of 100 households who grow the crop, will be secure this  upcoming season.?
	Comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



VI. MARKETING

22. Are women here involved in marketing agricultural produce?  Explain.

23. Are women here involved in transformation of agricultural produce (like flour), beer?

24. How might women here make money?  (Agricultural activities, poultry, horticultural, other?)

25. If women make money—who owns that money/controls it?


VII. ORGANIZED WOMEN’s GROUPS

26.   Are there women’s groups in this area?  If so, what do they do?

27. What makes one women’s group more effective than another?


VIII. PRIORITIES

28. As women, what do you sense are now the priorities for agriculture in this region?

29. What do you think are your men’s priorities?        (Discussion:  compare the two…)


Then closure-- and ask if they have any questions—or additions to make….
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